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One of the most charismatic, popular and talented snowboarders in the world, Todd Richards, tells

the story of his life as a skateboarderâ€“turnedâ€“worldâ€“classâ€“snowboarder, and of the sport that

in less than 10 years has gone from underground to the forefront of the Olympics. In the late 1980s,

snowboarders were seen by skiers as skateâ€“punks and 'knuckleâ€“draggers' but in just a few

years the sport rapidly gained popularity in ski areas and resorts. By 1994 snowboarding was an

exhibition sport at the Winter Olympics in Lillehammer; since then it has become one of the most

popular sports in the Olympics. Todd Richards was there through it all and, as he tells his story, he

shares the history of his sport.  Todd Richards is one of the biggest names in pro snowboarding.

Now his image is on PlayStation games, plastic toys and countless magazines. He's won world

championships and X Games medals. Known for his wit, work ethic, and front side 900, Todd has

helped bring snowboarding out of obscurity and into the limelight. The sport continues to gain

momentum through growing media coverage, and no professional embodies the image and attitude

of snowboarding better than Todd Richards.
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This is definitely snowboarding's version of "HAWK Occupation: Skateboarder".Here's an awesome

story about a guy who started out like a lot of us, just stoked to skate sketchy ramps with

friends...but who transformed himself into the top Snowboard Genius somehow. The tales of his

formative years are epic, piss-your-pants funny at times. Then once the career starts taking off, a

testament to how working your butt off at something (wiring mind blowing tricks) can bring great



things, even to a down-to-earth guy from humble beginnings like the rest of us. It is also very

interesting to hear about dealing with the industry side of snowboarding from someone who's been

there since almost the beginning. Like David Robinson and the Spurs, this book chronicles how nice

guys can and do finish first sometimes. We can all share the stoke reading about how TR wins tons

of contests, finds fulfillment in life, gets the pretty girl, all without selling out and/or becoming a cocky

bastard like so many seem to.And the pictures, pure sweetness! They're a top-notch complement to

the text throughout and really help tell TR's story. From bravely included photos of the awkward

pre-teen and teen years where he was an undersized Star Wars junky with a bad haircut to

well-shot professional sequences in the pipe, there are tons of stellar images. One thing that comes

to mind after looking over the photos: TR definitely could have made it as a professional skater too,

no doubt about it. And the moves he's still pulling on skate and snowboard into his 30's will blow

minds.I started reading this book one night where I needed to get to bed early due to an important

meeting the next day. Did I get to bed early? Hell no. Stayed up until I'd dusted almost 200 pages!
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